Patterns of persecution

10 years of evidence exposing the illegal killing of birds of prey

Birds of prey are routinely being illegally shot, trapped or poisoned in the UK.
Between 2015 and 2024, 921 confirmed incidents have been recorded. As many
incidents go unseen and unreported, these figures represent only the tip of the
iceberg — the true scale of persecution is likely to be far higher.

Drawing on 10 years of data, this appendix provides additional context and detail
to support the findings outlined in the main report.
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Missing Golden Eagle’s satellite
tag found dumped in river

Perthshire, Scotland

Four years after a satellite-tagged Golden Eagle
vanished in suspicious circumstances on a
Scottish grouse moor, its tag was found dumped
in a Perthshire river, wrapped in a sheet of lead.

Two poisoned eagles
discovered on grouse moor

County Antrim, Northern Ireland

In 2023, two young White-tailed Eagles were
discovered dead on a grouse shooting estate
in County Antrim. Post-mortem examinations
revealed that both birds had been poisoned.

Brutal Buzzard killing
caught on camera
North Yorkshire, England

Covert RSPB filming captured the brutal
killing of a Buzzard at the hands

of a gamekeeper in Yorkshire in 2024.
The individual was later charged
and pleaded guilty to illegally
killing the protected bird of prey.
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Birds killed and poisons seized
on Welsh shooting estate

Wrexham, Wales

In 2021, a poisoned Red Kite and shot Buzzard
were found on a shooting estate in North Wales,
along with poisoned baits and banned pesticides.
A gamekeeper later pleaded guilty to the
possession and illegal storage of a significant
quantity of approved and banned pesticides.

All confirmed bird of prey persecution
incidents recorded in the UK (2015-2024)
and locations of crimes associated with
land managed for gamebird shooting.

lincident O At least one
incident related
o to gamebird
. 2-3incidents management
. 4-5 incidents Locations of
incidents resulting
in successful
. 6+ incidents convictions

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654
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