Alex Hogg is chairman of the Scottish Gamekeepers Associationandis an

experienced keeper ona7,000-acre estate that puts up pheasants and grouse
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Gamekeepers are prepared to jump through all the hoops to conserve our wading
birds, but “professional committee-goers” continue to stall and dodge the issues

hisyearthe Scottish Gamekeepers

Association (SGA) will be asking

forthe legalmeasures, whichare

clearly writteninto the Wildlifeand
Countryside Act 1981, to be properly hanoured
andfor applications for controllicences tobe
judged onmerit alone. This will give our members
andothersachance tomanage the conflictsthey
face —economic or conservation — appropriately
and legally, something that the SGA has been
pushing for sinceits beginning.

Themain speaker at the SGA'sannual general
meetingin March will be Roseanna Cunningham,
cabinet secretary for environment, climate change
and land reform. We hope that she will have some
positive news regarding species management
inScotland. | fear that the demise of the curlew
isimminent, unless we pull out all the stopsto
saveit. We alsohope we can find away to adapt
tothereality of the ever-increasing numbers of
badgers, buzzards and ravens and the effect the
conservation success of these species has had
onthe UK's rapidly declining wader population.

Stafffromthe Scottish Natural Heritage
licensing teamwill also be onhand to answer
the many questions that gamekeepers will want
toraise. Nobody in Scotlandismoreready and
willing to save our waders than the keepers.
Nobody has the skill and knowledge base todo the
jobsoeffectively, yettime andtime againwefind
ourselvestreated at some stakeholder meetings
withthe same contempt as misbehaving children.

[t was the gamekeeperswho pushed for the
Understanding Predation Projecttobedriven
forwardin Scotland to helpwaders. The project
is still alive but the arrogance of same government
officials and professional committee-goers,
as|callthem, knows nobounds. Over the past
20years|have watched so-called professional
people move fromone committee to another,
receiving public fundstodoso, andail the time
lquestionwhether they truly have theintention
of resolving any of the issues that affect our
daily working lives.

Someare sostuckintheir ownworld while,
inthe foreground, our wildlife is becoming extinct
aroundthem. Justlook atthe capercaillie, the grey
partridge and the waders as examples. Salaried

b o e IR g g e G Y R o e e S e e e o )
: This column is in association with the NGO and the SGA

For more information contact:
The National Gamekeepers’ Organisation
www.nationalgamekeepers.org.uk 01833 660869

The curlewis in danger — but no one in Scotland is more ready and willing to save waders than the gamekeepers

officials, tasked to help, have made things worse
by constantly stallingand dodgingissues.

The frustrationamong SGA members has been
palpable. They feel that they have jumped through
hoops since our formation 20 years ago, trying to
work withthe powers that be. We have sat on many
committeesand we have made big progressinour
industry ondeer bestpractice, hunting with dogs
and terrier work, snaring, the Wildlife and Natural
Environment Bill, access, hill tracks, muirburn,
traps, buzzardlicences and tail shortening for
working dogs, tonamebut a few.

“The demise of the
curlew is imminent,
unless we pull out all
the stops to save it”

Oneofthereasonsthe SGAwas setupwasto
stop the police raiding our houses without proper
evidence of wrongdoing. Wives and childrenwere
being subjected to dawn raids, houses were being
pulledto pieces; insome cases children's cough
mixture was confiscatedin case poison was being
hiddeninthebottle.

Hopefully, these bad old days are gone. The
SGA has worked extremely hard with our members
todrive the poisoningincidents almost off the
map. We have beenvery successful and last year

SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE

For more information contact:
The Scottish Gamekeepers Association
www.scottishgamekeepers.co.uk 01738 587515

itlooksasifwe had only twoincidents of poisoning
thatinvolved araptor. Ifthe police had these
resultsinany other formof crime it would be
inallthe news media for months.

Unaccountable

Still, all we hear from the RSPB is that thiscan
only be thetip of the iceberg. The Scottish Raptor
Study Group, along withthe RSPB, haslaunched
apetitioncalling for the licensing of Scottish
shooting estates. This group has been publicly
fundedsinceinceptionand has takenaccesson
estates for years without even having toinform
the keeperorlandowner. Inthisregarditis
unaccountable asit canlog whatever it wishes,
withlittle or no checks or balances onthe process
orthe effects of its monitoring.

It seems strange thatagrouplackingin
accountability is calling for shoots to be licensed.
We will not stand by and allow double standards
todrivewives, childrenand grandchildren from
their homes. Everyhody whoworksandlivesinthe
countryside must now be wary that compliance
with such organisations, sadly, is compliance
with people who are attacking our jobs andway
oflife. It should never have got to this stage.

[fthe SGA had not been formed 20 years ago,
what we live for would have been swallowed up by
different government bodies. Some people hate
thetruth, but we will alwaystellit. [tisthat honesty
which has gained us the respect that we have. %
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